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COMMUNIQUES AND STATEMENTS ISSUED BY THE argentine 
UNTa do not clarify HOW long THE MILITARY intends to 
main IN POWER, NOR what policies will be implemented. 

UCH EVIDENCE as EXISTS, HOWEVER, INDICATES THaT THE JUNTA 
AS PLANNED a MODERATE CONSERVATIVE approach, FEATURING: 

-A heavy LAW-AND-ORDER emphasis WITH TOP priority assigned 

0 THE COUNTERTERRORIST EFFORT. 

-A HOUSE-CLEANING OPERATION AGAINST ALLEGEDLY CORRUPT 
POLITICAL AND La30R FIGURES, INCLUDING PLANS TO TRY PERON 
DN CORRUPTION CHARGES. 

■-AVOIDANCE OF A RABIDLY aNTI-PERONIST OR ftNTI.LAEOR 
POSTURE, AND AN ATTEMPT TO WORK WITH AMENABLE SECTORS OF 
THE POWERFUL UNION MO VEKENT . 

— IMPLEMENTATION OF A MODERATE AUSTERITY program WHICH WILL 
emphasize less state participation in the economy, fiscal 

RESPONSIBILITY, EXPORT PROMOTION, FaWIRaBLE ATTENTION TO 
THE NEGLECTED AGRICULTURAL SECTOR, aND a POSITIVE ATTITUDE 
TOWARD FOREIGN INVESTMENT. 

2. junta’s capability: there is little reason to be 
sanguine about the future OF THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT and 
ITS ABILITY TO provide solutions to pressing problems. 

THE TERRORIST MENACE CAN PROBaBLY BE CONTROLLED, IF NOT 
ERADICATED, but DESIGNING an ECONOMIC STRATEGY WHICH WILL 
PROMOTE RECOVERY WITHOUT PROVOKING WIDESPREAD OPPOSITION 
WILL BE DIFFICULT. THE AUSTERITY MEASURES FAVORED. BY 
MANY EXPERTS, AS WELL aS THE JUNTA ITSELF, CANNOT BE 
ENFORCED WITHOUT CONSIDERABLE SACRIFICE ON THE PART OF A 
WORKING CLaSS NOT INCLINED TO PaY THE PRICE. PERSISTENT 
EFFORTS TO ENFORCE AUSTERITY WOULD PROBABLY PRODUCE A 
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. ,00 1® INATION OF P0P(]LaR resistance and policy disagreements. 
r WITHIN MILITARY circles THsT would undermine THE JUMTa -s 
ability to rule, the path would then be open for another 
governmental shift, probably involving the emergence of A 

NEW MILITARY FACTION WITH ITS OWN APPROACH. 

3. PERON’S Fates contrary TO EXPECTATIONS, the junta 
has decided to detain peron within Argentina and 
APPARENTLY intends to try her on corruption charges, the 
OBJECTIVE IS PROBABLY TO EXPOSE IN DEFINITIVE FASHION THE 
alleged immorality OF PERONIST politics and politicians 
and, THEREBY, PREVENT PERON »S SUBSEQUENT RESURRECTION AS 

a martyr, however, this tactic could easily backfire. 

ARGENTINES WILL NOT BEMOAN THE REMOVAL OF PERON, BUT THEY 
TEND TO VIEW HER t,S A PATHETIC RaTHER THaN A SINISTER 
FIGURE. THE PUBLIC MaY REJECT AN ATTEMPT TO MAKE HER 
SOLELY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE NATION'S ILLS. THE JUNTA WILL 
LIKELY MONITOR PUBLIC REACTION TO THEIR PLANS, AND LEAVE 
OPEN THE POSSIBILITY OF SIMPLY EXILING PERON. 

A. US INTERESTS: US INTERESTS A RE NOT THREATENED BY THE 

PRESENT MILITARY GOVERNMENT. THE THREE SERVICE COMMANDERS 
ARE KNOWN FOR THEIR PRO-uS, ft NT I -COMMUNIST ATTITUDES, aND, 

in fact, one of the junta's early statements refers to 

ARGENTINA'S NEED "TO ACHIEVE aN INTERNATIONAL STANDING IN 
THE WESTERN AND CHRISTIAN WORLD." INVESTMENT PROBLEMS 
WILL BE MINIMIZED BY THE JUNTA'S FAVORABLE ATTITUDE 
TOWARD FOREIGN CAPITAL, WHILE THE GOVERNMENT'S PROBABLE 
INTENTION OF SEEKING US AID, TANGIBLE AND/OR MORAL, TO 
OVERCOME PRESSING ECONOMIC PROBLEMS WILL PROVIDE ADDED 
INSURANCE AGAINST OPENLY ANTI-US ATTITUDES AND POLICIES. 

5. HUMAN RIGHTS IS AN AREA IN WHICH THE NEW GOVERNMENT'S 
ACTIONS MAY PRESENT PROBLEMS FROM THE US PERSPECTIVE. 
SEVERAL THOUSAND ALLEGED SUBVERSIVES ARE ALREADY BEING 

HELD UNDER A ST a TE OF SIEGE DECLARED IN NOVEMBER J974, 


AND THAT FIGURE WILL MOUNT AS THE SECURITY FORCES 
INTENSIFY THEIR COUNTERTERRORIST EFFORTS. THE MILITARY'S 
TREATMENT OF THESE INDIVIDUALS HAS BEEN LESS TKaN CORRECT 
IN THE PAST, and WILL PROBaBLY INVOLVE SERIOUS HUMaN 
RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN THE FUTURE. A HARBINGER OF THINGS 
TO COME MAY BE CONTAINED IN THE JUNTA'S DECREE 
ESTABLISHING THE DEATH PENALTY FOR THOSE ATTACKING 
SECURITY PERSONNEL. THE SCOPE OF THIS PROBLEM COULD 
REACH BEYOND THE TREATMENT OF SUBVERSIVES IF, OVER THE 
COMING MONTHS, THE JUNTA ATTEMPTS TO ENFORCE UNPOPULAR 
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC POLICIES. KISSINGER 
BT 
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